Eight Week Singing Course 2005
We’d Like to teach the world to sing

Music and Learning Materials
Included in your student pack are printed copies of the three songs we shall be using during the course.  Don’t worry if you do not read music – we will be explaining how to use this music in Lesson 1.

These songs have been chosen to be relatively straightforward to learn and to help reinforce the teaching objectives of each lesson.  Of course, if everyone makes rapid progress in learning them, we have plenty of other songs which could also be introduced.  This will depend solely on the learning rate of the whole group.

Also included is a CD containing all the parts for every song.  (If you need a tape instead, we will provide this separately).  For two of the songs, the tracks on the CD have been “sung” by computer, so you may need to check a few of the words on the printed music.  However, we know the notes are absolutely correct (and if you are interested in seeing how this technology works, we will happily demonstrate it after class has finished). 

For each song, there are FIVE tracks on the CD.  The first is an ensemble version of the song, so you can hear how it sounds when everyone is singing.  There are then four tracks, each with one voice predominant and the other three playing quietly in the background.  These tracks are arranged in the sequence Tenor, Lead (melody), Baritone and Bass.  During the first evening we will help you to find the voice part which best suits your vocal range.  You don’t need to learn al four parts!

To get the best from the teach tracks, we suggest you study and following the twelve steps below.  This will ensure that your learning rate is fast and accurate.  Each week, we will be setting learning targets, so you do not need to learn all the songs at once.
Twelve Steps To Using Learning Tracks
This is a 12-step program to assist you in learning new music. It is only a suggestion until you learn a system that works best for you.

The success of this program is contingent upon the effective listening skills of the learner, much more than upon one's music background or the ability to read music.

Any of the 12 steps may be repeated before continuing to the next step. But remember, each step is important to the overall results of learning all the right notes, words and timing of the song. Do not eliminate any of the steps because it appears to be insignificant.

One final tip before you start.  It is easier to learn a song in sections.  Identify three or four obvious sections in the song and work on each individually in the early stages.  It will make the overall process faster.

The Twelve Steps

1. Listen to the music on the ensemble track with your eyes closed.  This will familiarize you with the notes, timing and general flavour of the song.

2. Watch the notes on your music while you listen to your voice specific track. Do not sing yet! 

3. Again, watch the notes on your music while you listen to the track. Do not sing yet. 

4. Watch the words on your music while you listen to the track. Please, no singing yet. 

5. On a separate sheet of paper (or on the back of your music), write all the lyrics to the new song. Now, watch your own paper while you listen to the tape. No, not yet ... don't sing, please. 

6. Watch the notes again while you listen to the track. Remember, no singing. 

7. Watch the words on your music while you listen to the track. Be careful, not a sound. 

8. Try to write down all the words again on another sheet of paper without looking at the printed music. If you have trouble, listen to the music again. Watch the words and then again try to write them without looking at the music. Stay on this step until you can write down all the correct words without looking back at the printed music. Now, proceed to Step 9. 

9. Hurray! Finally you can add your voice. Watch the notes on your music while you HUM along with the recording. Hum ... hum. Singing is next. 

10. Watch the words on your music while you sing along with the track. Can you believe this? You're really going to SING this song for the very first time. If you have any difficulty, circle the spot(s) on your music as you go all the way through. Then go back and listen (don't sing) to those parts again. 

11. Put a clean practice tape in your tape recorder. On this tape, record as you sing the new part all the way through without looking at your music. (Bet you can hardly wait to hear this step!) 

12. VERY IMPORTANT STEP.  Watch the music as you listen to your own tape to see if you sang the notes correctly. You should be wonderful. But, should you have any doubt, go back and check your part again on the master. Concentrate on listening to the parts you circled earlier to be sure you have made corrections.

CONGRATULATIONS!  With a little bit of luck plus all your hard work, you are now the proud possessor of one more selection of music made beautiful by your addition of all the correct notes, words and timing.

