‘12-Weeker’ First Night
It should be generally agreed that the overriding aim of WEEK 1 of your course is to enthuse your guests sufficiently to encourage them back for WEEK 2. There will be, however, certain things that you must do. As follows ~

1. Check your guests in against the enrolment forms and create an attendance register. This will help in your evaluation of the project (for the Arts Council if you have a grant in place and for your own control. Important!
2. Issue your ready-made ‘Harmony College Style Music Packs to your guests. These should be numbered and named.

3. Issue name badges to both our guests and your club members.

4. An open ‘meet’n’greet session for 15-20 minutes to facilitate the above.

5. A welcome from el presidente with a description of what your guests should expect to happen within the coming weeks. Important!
6. Explain how the teach-tapes are indexed and how to use them. (Remember, these guys know nothing!)
7. Issue course teach-tapes to your own chorus members. If this can be done well in advance of the first night, then this would be better. Your chorus should be fully familiar with the course-music and the tags. 

8. Voice-test the group to ascertain their section.

9. Allow time for some inter-group social activity. Tea & Biscuits is good.
Additionally, listed below are some of the things that might be included in the first night.

· Video of a top entertaining chorus or quartet in action. (VM, Big Chicken, Fred etc). Helps to keep the first night light and fun.
· Tag-singing. There may not be sufficient time to start on a song but perhaps to send ‘em home with a simple tag under their belt would be good. 

· An explanation of the voice parts. (Might tie in with the tag).

· Have your chorus sing your guests a farewell song at around 9pm.

The entire object of WEEK 1 is to get your guests to thoroughly enjoy themselves and want to come back for week 2. Keep in mind - they want to learn to sing!
