The Course as PR
Use the course for additional local PR. This is an example of a release that the Rivertones put out to the local press, whilst the course was running.
____________________________________________________________________

HARMONY COURSE SUCCESS
Following an editorial feature and advertisement that appeared in the September 4th issue of Taunton Times, around 25 men are currently enjoying a 12-week introductory course to the craft of á capella 4-part singing – or barbershop harmony! This entirely free and locally run course is being part-funded by an Arts Council Grant and hosted by the Taunton-based Rivertones Chorus. Aimed at providing both the experienced and the novice singer with a practical insight into harmony singing technique, the course also includes demonstrations and the learning of 5 songs, plus vocal exercises.
Course member Terry Joiner says, “Like many people, I’ve always enjoyed singing in private. This course allowed me to try and sing with others – and I soon realized that I could do it. The Rivertones have made learning a comfortable, enjoyable experience and welcomed everyone. I certainly want to continue singing with the Rivertones after the course ends.” A number of other attendees have also indicated their desire to do the same. The Rivertones are delighted with the response and interest that has been generated and are encouraged to repeat the initiative during the latter part of next year.
It is the ambition of this award-winning local group to widen its membership, with an initial target of 50 singers by the end of 2004. All men are invited to apply, regardless of previous experience. An extensive coaching programme is in place for 2004 – again part funded by the Arts Council – with a planned attendance at a nationally organized 3-day Harmony College at Worcester University during the autumn. The Rivertones will also once again be competing in the National Barbershop Chorus Championships at Harrogate in May.
A chorus open evening is to be held during January for other interested men, who should contact either 01278 425656 or e-mail therivertones@aol.com for more information.
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