The Belles of Three Spires
Membership Information
 
Now you’ve got used to going out on a Wednesday night, why not make it a tradition! So, you’ve enjoyed the last six weeks and are thinking about joining The Belles of Three Spires, but you’d like to know a little more about what you’d be getting yourself into! 
 
Rehearsals
♪      The chorus meets every week on a Wednesday between 7.30 and 10.00. We usually have a two or three break over the Christmas period. 
♪      We also have extra rehearsals at weekends prior to any competitions that we expect everyone to attend. This year we are having two ‘retreat weekends’. April 23rd and 24th and September 24th and 25th. For these weekends we invite outside educators to work with us. We also have two other extra rehearsals planned for 15th May and 16th October. These weekends are great fun and an important part of our preparation for competition.
♪      We recognise that not everyone can attend every single scheduled rehearsal but we do like members to attend as many as possible and let us know if they are unable to attend for any reason. Our normal weekly turn out is around 90-95%. 
 
Performances
♪      Our next show is planned for June 2006! This is where we organise the whole event which features the chorus and guest acts.
♪      We also do ‘singouts’ for private functions which we really enjoy doing. It seems that our fame is spreading as we have several singouts planned for this year already! You are encouraged to attend as many of these as possible. We encourage new members to get up and sing as many songs as they know. Typically we will have one such performance every six weeks.
♪      If you know of anyone interested in booking the chorus to perform, you should talk to Val Stranks, who can give you an idea of the typical fees the chorus would expect.
 
Competitions
♪      Our annual convention is the highlight of our year as we work hard to achieve the best performance we are capable of, and we get to find out how we are doing against our peers.  Last year we came 13th out of 37 choruses and moved up to Division 1! In October we are hoping to improve our scores. You may even be on the convention stage as a member of the Belles! All (qualifying) chorus members are expected to be on the convention stage in October and for the preliminary round in May.
 
Costs
♪      Subscriptions: £12 a month (reviewed every year)
 
♪      Where does your money go? Your subscription goes towards room hire; sheet music; LABBS membership fees (currently £33 p.a.); contributions to costumes; training; coach hire for travel to contests; risers; insurance; Director’s expenses and other running costs. The list is endless but you get the general idea! We try to keep additional costs to members to a minimum by also raising funds through singouts and other initiatives. 
 
♪      Convention: This is the highlight of our year! It costs around £150 . Some members save each month with the treasurer to spread the cost.
 
♪      Costumes: Some are paid for out of club funds and some are paid for wholly or partly by the member. We do ask for a £25 refundable deposit on joining the chorus.

 
 
How do I join?
 
Ladies seeking membership have to audition for the Director and the Section Leaders. It’s really nothing to worry about. We are very supportive as we want you to do well. These are some of things we’ll ask you to do:  
· sing some scales so that we can see which part you should sing; 
 
· sing some notes after they have been played on the piano to see of you can match a pitch; 
 
· learn and sing a song in a quartet with the support of the section leader to see if you can hold your part (You could sing Diamonds!). 
 
After your Voice test we will talk together about whether or not you have the potential to be a member of The Belles. We don’t expect you to be perfect!
 
 
Barbershop is a wonderful hobby and as you will see our membership consist of young and old from all walks of life. We are a really friendly bunch of ladies and enjoy a thriving social calendar. The chorus is going from strength to strength, but we are always looking to recruit new singers. If you’ve enjoyed the last six weeks and love music and singing we could be just what you’re looking for! 
These are some of things that The Belles believe in:

FUN ♫ LEARNING ♫ ACHIEVEMENT ♫ GROWTH ♫ FRIENDSHIP

To enjoy singing well

To be the best we can be

To entertain our audiences

To enjoy friendship and harmony

To grow as a chorus

We have a TACTIC to help us achieve these aims

Turn-out

Attention

Commitment

Trust

Individual responsibility
Communication

Why not come along next week to a regular rehearsal!  We would love to see you!
In harmony
Paula 
Director The Belles of Three Spires
